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JAFFNA STUDENTS' CONGRESS *

I thank you for the beautiful address that you have presen-
ted to me this evening.

You have taken upon yourselves and very rightly, the
credit of bringing me to this fair island, but you must remember
also that those who take credit for anything have also to take
discredit if any mishap occurs.

It is very difficult for me this evening to give you a message
for the simple reason that I do not know your Congress suffi-
ciently, nor do I know sufficiently the composition of my audi-
ence, but your worthy Chairman has informed me of the objects
of your Congress. I shall try to give you some thoughts that
occur to me on some of those objects.

If I understood him rightly, your first object is to revive
ancient culture. You have then to understand what that ancient
culture is and it must be necessarily culture which all students,
whether they may be Hindus, Christians, Buddhists or of any
other faith, would be interested in reviving, because I take it
that by ancient culture you do not want to confine yourselves
purely to Hindu students.

I take it that this Students1 Congress includes all students,
Hindus, Christians, Muslims, and Buddhists. Though today it has
on its rolls no Muslim student or Buddhist student, it does not
much matter for my argument, for the simple reason that your
ultimate object is, attainment of Swaraj, not merely for the
Hindus and Christians of Jaffna, but for all the inhabitants of
this island of which Jaffna is but a part. What I have said with
reference to the inclusion of students belonging to these reli-
gions must hold good. That being so, we hark back to the ques-
tion, what ancient culture it is we want to revive. It must,
therefore, be such as to be common to all these elements and
such as to be acceptable to all these elements. Therefore, whilst
that culture will undoubtedly be predominantly Hindu culture,
it can never be exclusively Hindu. The reason why I say that
it inust be predominantly Hindu is because you who are seeking

* Address delivered at the Jaffna Students' Congress on 2641-'27.
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